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IN ADDITION TO OUTLINE OF STEPS,REQUESTED DESIRE YOUR VIEWS 

<♦ ^ » ' 

URGENTLY ON FOLLOWING: ' ' ' 


1..WE.UNDERSTAND FROM, YOUR AND PARIS REPORTS FRENCH 
•ABSOLUTELY OPPOSED DIEM TAKING MILITARY ACTION ON HIS OWN 

# C . . 4 - ■ 

VOLITION AGAINST, BINH XUYEN, WHAT. WOULD FRENCH DO LOCALLY 

I ' ■ . ■ . V * • . . • *% 

,IF. SUCHj TOOK PLACE? -- a 
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2. : IF DIEM WERE REMOVED BY’BAO DArDO YOU THINK'HE WOULD RETIRE 
FROM SCENE PEACEFULLY AND WOULD '.MAKE NO PROTEST OTHER THAN 
."WHITEPAPER”? 
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(A) 


IS • THERE POSSIBILITY HIS REMOVAL,. WHICH WOULd' PRESUMABLY (i 

/* •r*. 1"^ 


BE charged TO FRENCH, MIGHT RESULT,^^IN RISE- OF' ANTI FRENCH 
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SENTIMENT.EVEN. TO POINT'OF. VIOLENCE BY POPULACE FRENCH? • 
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(B) IS IT LIKELY DIEM MIGHT NOT ACCEPT REMOVAL AND INSTEAD 
DECIDE THROW ;flS STILL CONSIDERABLE POWER INTO ACTION WITH 
DIFFICULT CONSEQUENCES FOR ANY NEW PLANS WE MIGHT TRY WORK OUT 
WITH FRENCH. 

3. DO YOU ESTIMATE NATIONAL ARMY AND ITS LOYALTY IS A FULLY 
TRANSFERABLE ASSET TO A SUCCESSOR? 

4. WOULD LIKE COMPILATION ANY PHYSICAL- ASSETS OF STRENGTH 
OR SUPPORT SUCH AS POLITICAL FOLLOWING CENTRAL VIET-NAM, 

GRASS ROOTS NATIONALIST SUPPORT OF PEOPLE WHO LOOK TO HIM 

AS ANTI-FRENCH LEADER, CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, REFUGEES, NATIONAL 
ARMY, ETC,. 

5. CAN YOU ESTIMATE VIET MINH REACTION TO DIEM REMOVAL? 

I 

6. WHAT WOULD BE YOUR CONCEPT OF MECHANICS AND TIMING CHANGE 
IN PRESIDENCY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SUCH FACTORS AS FORTHCOMING 
BANDUNG CONFERENCE. AND TALKS HERE WITH FRENCH, AND WELL- 
KNOWN US ASSOCIATIOf^ WITH DIEM. IS IT INTENDED WE TELL DIEM 

OF THIS PLAN IN ADVANCE OR JUST GO WITH FRENCH TO BAO DAI 
WITHOUT TELLING DIEM? 

7. IN VIEW WIDESPREAD PRESS DESCRIPTION DIEM US SUPPORTED 
HOW DO YOU CONCEIVE EXPLANATION SUDDEN CHANGE WHICH WOULD 
NOT INVOLVE SERIOUS LOSS US PRESTIGE? 
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